
4.6.A. DISQUALIFICATION / EJECTION RULE – ATHLETE/COACH  

The CIAC establishes guidelines and tone for acceptable and appropriate behavior at all CIAC contests 

including league tournaments and playoffs. Given this charge, it is CIAC’s responsibility to be pro-active and 

responsive to the growing issues of sportsmanship and violence in sports. A strong consistent statement 

reflecting zero tolerance for violence in sports must become standard operating procedure for all schools. This 

is to be considered a minimum standard.  

The CIAC Disqualification / Ejection Rule is in effect for all CIAC contests including league playoffs and 

tournaments that engage officials who have been assigned by Board commissioners from CIAC registered 

officials organizations, or directly by the school or by the CIAC.  

There is NO appeal procedure that a school may use relative to disqualifications. Disqualification is a judgment 

call by an official and as such is not appealable. Until the official(s) leaves the site the game official(s) is in 

charge and may take any action deemed to be appropriate, even to the extent of reversing an earlier decision to 

eject a player or coach. Both schools (coaches on site) must be made fully aware of all final decisions on game 

disqualifications. Once the game official(s) leaves the site of the contest all decisions on game 

disqualifications are final.  

The following policies for disqualification by an official shall apply in all sports:  

1. Any student-athlete who physically assaults an official, coach, opposing player, spectator or other 

person in attendance at the event may be deemed immediately ineligible for the remainder of the season.  

2. When an athlete or coach is ejected from any CIAC contest the athlete or coach is ineligible to 

participate in the next contest at the same level of play (even if the next contest does not occur until 

league or CIAC tournament play or next year). If one or more different level contests are scheduled prior 

to the next contest at the same level of play, the athlete or coach shall be ineligible to participate in the 

next (but no more than one) contest at each level of play. The ejected coach or player cannot be in 

attendance at the game(s) for which they are serving their suspension and may not participate in 

any pre-game warm-up activities at the site of the game.  
3. Upon receiving a second disqualification for initiating a fight or retaliating in a fight (as determined by 

the game official), that student-athlete will be declared ineligible for the remainder of the season.  

4. The school’s first incident of non-compliance, for reasons other than defiance of the disqualification 

rules, will result in forfeiture, a $250 fine and the athlete or coach must serve the disqualification 

penalty; a school’s second incident of non-compliance will prohibit the school from entry in the next 

CIAC tournament for that sport, or from the remainder of the current tournament if the disqualification 

occurs during a CIAC tournament or during the last regular season contest/day of competition. However, 

when a school willfully defies CIAC disqualification rules and regulations the school and/or coach will 

be subject to further action by the CIAC Board of Control.  

5. Any CIAC team that accumulates five (5) or more disqualifications during the regular season 

including the league’s tournament will be barred from CIAC post-season competition. All 

disqualifications must be reported to CIAC. Any misconduct or disqualification of a coach will count 

towards the team’s total number of disqualifications. Multiple disqualifications during CIAC 

tournaments are subject to disciplinary action by the CIAC sports committee and the CIAC Board of 

Control.  

 


